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as long as these patrols are in accord-
ance with applicable treaties and Sta-
tus of Forces Agreements.

(c) Military police personnel selected
for off-post patrols must be experi-
enced in law enforcement and have ma-
ture judgment. They must be thor-
oughly familiar with all applicable
agreements and implementing stand-
ard operating procedures. They must
understand the implications of the
Posse Comitatus Act as it pertains to
military law enforcement personnel as-
sisting local law enforcement agencies.

(d) At a minimum, instructions to
military police assigned to off-post pa-
trols will specifically state that if they
accompany civil police, they will do so
for the sole purpose of enforcing the
UCMJ among persons subject to the
code. Their instructions will also spe-
cifically state that they are under the
command and directly responsible to
their military superiors and that they
exercise no authority over the civil po-
lice or the civil populace. Accordingly,
military police should be instructed
that they are not to exercise any au-
thority in a case of misconduct or ap-
parent law violation unless the person
concerned has been identified as a
member of the military service. How-
ever, military law enforcement person-
nel may come to the aid of civil police
in order to prevent the commission of a
felony or injury to a civilian police of-
ficer.

§ 631.16 Policy (for Navy only).
(a) Off-base law enforcement activi-

ties by naval personnel (CONUS and
Hawaii) shall be limited to liaison
functions with civilian law enforce-
ment agencies and courts and to the
acceptance of ‘‘courtesy turnovers.’’

(b) The court liaison function is lim-
ited to the provision of an official Navy
point of contact for the courts, to the
provision of advice for individuals and
local commands, and to court appear-
ance with individuals from deployed
commands.

(c) Courtesy turnovers will be limited
to those persons whose behavior and
attitude are acceptable and who desire
to be returned to the custody of their
parent command.

(d) Courtesy turnovers will be accept-
ed from jails, police stations, etc., but

not directly from police officers on the
scene of an incident.

§ 631.17 Policy (for Marine Corps
only).

(a) Within CONUS. (1) Normally, off-
installation patrols will not be estab-
lished in CONUS. However, installation
commanders may request authority
from HQMC (Code MPH) to establish
off-installation patrols if needed.

(i) In conjunction with military oper-
ations.

(ii) To safeguard the health and wel-
fare of Marine personnel.

(iii) When the type of offenses or the
number of military personnel frequent-
ing an area is large enough to warrant
such patrols.

(2) In view of the important legal im-
plications involved (see 18 U.S.C. 1382,
the Posse Comitatus Act as made ap-
plicable to DoN) the advice of the local
staff judge advocate/legal officer
should be sought prior to the imple-
mentation of such an authorization.
When possible, installation command-
ers will execute a mutually acceptable
written agreement with the civil police
authorities.

(b) Overseas Areas. Off-installation
patrols will be kept at minimum for
mission accomplishment. Commanders
of installations may authorize off-in-
stallation patrols as required by local
conditions and customs as long as
these patrols are in accordance with
applicable treaties and Status of
Forces Agreements.

(c) Personnel selected for off-installa-
tion patrols must be experienced in law
enforcement and have mature judg-
ment. They must be thoroughly famil-
iar with all applicable agreements and
implementing standard operating pro-
cedures. They must understand the im-
plications of the Posse Comitatus Act
as it pertains to military law enforce-
ment personnel assisting local law en-
forcement agencies.

(d) At a minimum, instructions to
military police assigned to off-installa-
tion patrols will specifically state that
if they accompany civil police, they
will do so for the sole purpose of en-
forcing the UCMJ among persons sub-
ject to the code. Their instructions will
also specifically state that they are
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